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that it would have been far better if this awakening
to the real position of Indian finance had not been so
long delayed. The difficulties of carrying out a policy
of economy are indefinitely increased, if such a policy
has suddenly to be introduced where before there
have been carelessness and extravagance. However
desirous the Indian Government may now be to
reduce expenditure, they will find themselves per-
petually hampered, and their efforts to save money
constantly thwarted by the effects of past lavishness
still continuing in operation. If costly - establish-
ments have been allowed to grow up, a large part
of the expense which their maintenance involves will
have to be borne long after it has been decided that
these establishments shall be reduced. When a
government finds that there are more persons in its
employment than there is work for them to do, it
cannot suddenly dismiss them without any compensa-
tion ; pensions on a liberal scale have to be granted;
and these pensions will for some time absorb a con-
siderable part of the saving which may be ultimately
secured. As an illustration of what has just been
stated, it may be mentioned that the Government
hope during the present year to obtain in the civil
departments a reduction of expenditure which will
amount to 1,000,000?; a year. A considerable part of
this reduction, however, must be regarded as prospec-